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PREFACE 
This paper, The Correlation of the History of Quincy 
1625-1888 with the National Scene, is written with the 
realization that in a project of this type the task ig 
never actuall;:,r completed. 
Many excellent histories of Quincy have been compiled 
to date but in none of them has an attempt been made to 
correlate the local scene with the national picture . Like-
wise, no attempt was made to coordinate and tie together 
the wealth of material on Q,uincy 's history, which is now 
fragmentary, dispersed, and couched in terms too difficult 
for the average junior lngh school student to understand . 
The purpose of the paper is not to fu.rn ish a 
stringent set of guides but to point the way for a better 
understanding of local and national listory. It is hoped 
that both students and teachers who use this will recognize 
the shortcomings but also find it helpful in their studies . 
The material contained herein is, for the most part, 
self-explanatory . Each unit is divided into three sections: 
an overview, a series of activities, and a bibliography. 
An appendix has been added which includes pictures of some 
of the numerous historical spots found in Quincy. 
I wish particularly to acknowledge the assistance 
given me by Professor Franklin c. Roberts of the Boston 
i 
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Univers ity School of Edu cation who contributed a great 
deal of time and energy to the completion of this paper. 
I am also deeply indebted to my wife Evelin, without 
whose help and understanding the pro ject would never have 
been completed. 
I 
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INTRODUCTION 
~~en one teaches in a city that has a great historical 
heritage, he is indeed fortunate. Quincy, Massachusetts, had 
its roots firmly developed before most of this country knew 
the white man. It celebrated the one hundredth anniversary of 
its founding a decade before the birth of George Washington 
and its two hundredth anniversary while one of her honored 
sons, John Quincy Adams, was serving as the sixth President of 
the United States. With such a tremendous number of rich 
historical associations to be found in Quincy, it would be a 
sacrilege to continue to overlook them. Adapting and using 
local material to enrich a nd vitalize the content of courses 
in history, civics, geography, etc., is challenging many edu-
cators today. Mr. L. A. Cook in his book, Comrnunity Backgrounds 
of Education, says, "It is the pupil's greatest educator for 
it inducts him into its forms and norms of life and is the 
chief source of 'life' materials for the teacher.nl 
-. 
Assuming then that one is fortunate in having a vast 
store of rich and varied local history at his disposal, the 
1 L. A· Cook, Community Backgrounds of Education, 
New York: McGraw, Hill Book Company, Incorporated, 1938, p. 14. 
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question then presents itself as to what is the best method 
of placing it before the student. Fortu nately, this question 
has aroused t he interest of many eminent authorities in the 
social studies field the past two decades, and they are 
pretty well agreed on the answer. Because the teacl1ing of 
local history is often disparaged on the basis that it is 
provincial, unimportant, and lacks significance, most 
authorities agree that it should not be taught as an isolated 
subject, but should be correlated With the national scene. 
~~ong those who take up the cudgels on behalf of this view-
point is Caroline Hartwig who says, 11 If the study of the 
local past is integrated \nth the great movements stressed 
in American history, it becomes real and enriching material 
for the broad picture of the development of American life. rt 1 
Another authority who also upholds this tenet is 
R. M. Tryon who says: 
This would mean the abolition of the teaching of 
local history· in isolation - a situation much 
desired and sadly needed. It would also mean the 
presentation of the history of the local community 
large or small, in connection with the national 
story. 2 
1 caroline E. E. Hartwig, "Use of Local, State and 
Regional Resources, 11 in Richard E. Thursfi eld, ed., The Study 
and Teachinf of American HistSry, Seventeenth Yearbo~of 
the Nationa Council for the ocial Studies, 1946, p. 341. 
2 Rolla M· Tryon ... "The Teaclling of Local and State 
History~" in R. o. Hughes, Editor, Elements of the Social 
Studies Pro~am, Sixth Yearbook of the National Council for 
the Sociar-studies, 1936, p. 142· 
The points of view expressed by Miss Hartwig and 
fllr. Tryon are upheld by this author and will be followed 
in the development of this thesis. 
There are those who question the advisability of 
study ing local history at all, let alone worrying about the 
approach that is to be followed. It is the belief of one 
school of thought that if teachers are to follow modern edu-
cational principles, they must use all of the local resources 
at their disposal. All too often the teaching ,of history is 
so cloak ed with verbalism, bookishness, and the memorization 
of facts that the students' interest in the sub ject is dampened 
i f not completely destroyed. By utilizing materials from the 
local scene, teachers can vitalize the subject and conform to 
modern methods of proceeding from the concrete to the abstract 
and from the known to the unknown. In other words, they are 
bringing tbe students into contact with what concerns them and 
what motivates t bern. 
In his opening chapter on the Normans, John Richard 
Green g ives an elegantly concise :reason for using local 
!119.terial when he states t bat "a walk through Normandy teaches 
one more of the age of our history that we are about to 
traverse than all the books in the world. ul 
1 John Richard Green, Short History of the English 
People, New York: American Book Company, Revised Edit ion, 
1916, p. 71. 
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There is no doubt but that every community offers a "Normandy" 
for those who are alert enough to seek it. One of America's 
greatest historians, Dr. Henry Johnson, says: 
In every community there should be not merely 
such casual use of the local past and present as 
may happen to occur to the teacher, but a systematic 
search of local resources for p oints from which the 
pupils may begin his journies into the past and to 
which he may return.l 
The greatest portion of the work of this thesis is 
making the "systematic search" of which Dr~ Johnson speaks. 
Another advoc·ate of the "local history" school is 
Gordon McCloskey. In a recent article he states: 
The history of local canmunity problems, as related 
to large national or international historical de-
velopments, is fascinating and profitable history 
for many students. The 'advantage of this procedure 
is that even the simplest historical problems can 
help some studen~ become more aware of, and more 
concerned about, pr oblerns in his own community and 
show him ways of actually doing something about them.2 
If this premise holds true ·in this day and age, when 
everyone's attitude seems to be "let George do it 11 , one can 
feel more than justified in undertaking this work. Perhaps it 
may add to the country•s meager stock of participating citizens. 
1 Henry Johnson, Tea~~ing of Historr, New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1940, P• 164. 
2 Gordon McCloskey, "The Use of Community Resources 11 in 
Edward Krug and G. Lest.er Anderson, Editors, Fifteenth Yearbook , 
The National Council for the Social Studies, 1944, p. 119. 
4 
As a means of preserving the JtA._rne rican way of life," 
one must learn to respect the heritage from wnich he has 
sprung. Edward G. Olson brl ngs out this point when he says, 
"The class will better understand its own background and take 
greater pride in its achievements if it understands how the 
social, polit leal and economic oondi tions of the community 
have developed. ttl However, in our efforts to develop a 
spirit of pride in the student, one must be careful not to 
foster that type of pride which will lead to intolerance, 
bigotry and social stagnation. The end result should be a 
reasoned basis for patriotism and a true faith in 9,emocracy • 
.Another underlying purpose of this paper will be to 
try to promote the g rowth of an intelligent appreciation and 
understanding for one's community, both past and present. To 
return to Mr. Olsen again, one is told: 
A communit y 's present outlooks, values, and ideals 
are themselves outgrowths of tradition. It follows 
that a community can be better understood when its 
essential history is knO\vn: how long it has existed, 
how it came into being, who settled it, why· they came, 
what ins tit ut ions and enterprises they established, 
what ideals they upheld, who their leaders were, 
what common crises arose, and what adjustments to 
these crises were made.2 
If the student can understand his community better 
when he knows its essential history, then it foll~Ts that 
1 Edward G. Olsen, School and Communitz Programs, 
compiled and edited by Prentice-HaiT; Inc. ,New York,l949 ,p.87 
2 Ibid. , p. 51. 
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his tend ency for b etter civic behavior will follow. 
I f one is g oing to utilize the resources of his com-
munity, he must first discover the commuDity for himself. 
This p resents a hardship for many teachers for, inmost cases, 
they are not native to tbe city in which they teach. There-
fore, another purpose of this paper is to serve as a guide ani 
aid to those social studies teachers in Quincy who would make 
use of local ma terials to enrich and vitalize their courses 
of s tudy . In add ition, the providing of local materials in a 
compact and easily accessible manner makes it possible for all 
teach ers to insp ire the student with proper civic attitudes 
and ideals. 
This p aper proposes then to make a systematic search 
of local historical material, correlate it with the national 
scene and present it in such a manner so that the subject 
' 
will be brought into the scope of the student's own experience 
This is b eing done in the hop e of making the study of civics 
more interesting and meaningful, of creating in the student an 
honest appreciation and pride for his community and. a reali-
zation that h e is part of a great historical heritage. 
The bas is for the organization of the materials for 
this paper was derived from the unit plan as found in 
The Story of' American Democracyl, a history textbook currently 
1 Mabel B. Casner and Ralph H. Gabriel, The Story of 
American Democracy, New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co~1942. 
being used for eighth grade histor,r classes in the Quincy public 
schools. In connection with each unit heading, there is a set 
of related activities and a list of suggested readings that 
will acquaint the reader with ~uincy during the particular 
period under consideration. In addition to these there is a 
compendium or brief 11 over-view 11 of Arne ric an history at that 
point. · Thus, tbe reader will be able to grasp the significant 
issues of the period and determine how they affected Quincy. 
In a project of this type the task is never actually 
completed. New material is unearthed, different interpretations 
~re given old concepts and society's demands of the schools are 
constantly shifting and changing. However, as long as the need 
f f boys and g irls in early adolescence is to have experiences 
~ich in i ma g ination and emotional ap peal, a work of this nature 
~ s justified. It is to be hoped that the inadequacies o1· the 
~uthor have not placed beyond reach the goal of vitalizing 
~ocal history and making the pupil realize that he is a part of 
:t great national heritage. 
UNIT I 
OVERVImY 
The defeat of the Spanish A.rmada in 1588 by the 
English under Lord Howard and Sir Francis Drake opened the 
North Atlantic to English ships and made accessible the shores 
of North America for English settlements. In the early part 
of the seventeenth century, repeated attempts at the coloni-
zation of the new world were made by Englishmen dreaming of 
adventure and wealth. By the end of the first quarter of 
this century, two colonies of sufficient strength were estab-
lished at Jamestown and Plymouth to lend an air of permanence 
to the English efforts in this direction. Having proved that 
settlements could be made in this area, the tide of immigration 
swelled and colonization proceeded at a quickened pace. 
The first knmvn white men to visit the sheltered &~ores 
of Quincy Bay were led by the f~ous Captain John Smith while 
engaged in a whaling expe dit ion. 1 A map drawn by him in 1614 
clearly shows Wn.at is now Boston Harbor and Q.uincy and Hingham 
Bays. On this same map ~uincy is honored by being called 
11 Londontr. In September, 1921, a party of Pilgrims in a 
shallop2, under the leadership of Captain Myles Standish and 
1 Daniel Munro Wils o.n, Three Hundred Years of Quincy, 
Wright & Potter, Boston, ·H126. 
2 Author's note: A shallop is a light open boat pro-
pelled b oars or sails or both. 
guided by the Indian Tisquantum, sailed from Plymouth and 
anchored in Quincy Bay. From here fu.ey explored this area and 
brought back a report to Governor Bradford. at Plymouth. That 
section of Quincy known as Squantum was named in honor of 
Tisquantum and a cairn located t bere comrnemorates this fact. 
Exactly 150 years befol"e the battle of Bunker Hill and 
only five years after the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, 
Captain Wollaston sailed into Quincy Bay and dropped anchor 
at the mouth of Black's Creek. His group consisted of ad-
venturous gentlemen and unfortunate bo~1 servants seeking 
riches either through the discovery of precious metals or 
through trade with the Indians. "Of Captain Wollaston him-
self almost nothing is known, not even his Christian name. 
A veritable bird of passage, he flitted out from an English 
obscurity, rested for a brief space upon a hillock on the 
shore of Boston Bay, giving to it his name as a memorial for-
ever and then forthwith disappeared into the oblivion from 
which he cBme. It 1 
Whether the rigors of our New England winter were too 
severe or the r,:n:'omised trade with the Irrlians too unprofitable 
it is not certain, but it is known that Captain Wollaston 
departed in the spring of 1626, taking the bulk of his party 
1 Charles F'ranc is Adams , Three Episodes of Massachu-
setts History, Vol. I, Revised, P• 162. Houghton:Mifflin Co., 
Boston, 1903. 
with him. Among those remaining was one Thomas Morton who 
eventually seized control of the trading post . Because of 
his conduct, the other settlements became antagonistic 
. 
toward him and tried to make him mend his ways. Mort on 
brought on his own difficulties first by selling rum and 
firearms to the Indians, thus placing the safety of the other 
colonies in jeopardy, and secondly, he offended the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth and the Puritans at Salem cy his riotous behavior. 
Morton 1 s revelries were only :ended by his arrest and deport-
ation to England in 1627. After Governor Endicott crossed 
Massachusetts Bay from: Salem am warned those remaining at 
l\!Ierrymount to mend their ways or suffer the consequences, 
this settl€lrlent took on the more austere aspect of the settle-
ments to the north and south. 
In 1634 Mount Wollaston was annexed to Boston and re-
mained so for six years. During this period the General 
Court gave generous grants of land here to some of its 
prominent citizens. Henry Adams , the first of the famous 
Adams fa.>n ily in Quincy, was g iven one of the earliest grants 
and his home stood at the site of the present Central Junior 
High School. Another grantee was William Codditl..gton, vbo 
later became governor of Nev~ort, Rhode Island) William 
Hutchinson aLso was a recipient of an early grant and he 
moved here with his ·wife, Anne. This is the same Anne 
:1 
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I Hutchinson who was banished from the colony during the 
Antinomian Controversy1 and went to Providence to accept the 
hospitality of Roger Williams. 
The bonds with Bostonwere severed in 1640 and Q,uincy, 
along with Holbrook, Randolph, Stoughton and p art of Milton , 
was incorporated at the tovm of Braintree. This union was to 
last the next 152 years despite the many efforts of the North 
Precinct (Q.uincy) to achieve the status of a separate town .. 
One of the most pressil'1.g problems facing Braintree 
following its incorporation as a tONn was the raising of twelve 
hundred p ounds assessed by the General Court. Twenty-five 
pounds were to be paid at once. 11 In payment of this levy old 
silver plate was to be received at five shillings the ounce, 
g ood old Indian corn, being clean and merchantable , at five 
shillings the bushel, summer wheat at seven shilling s the 
bushel, am rye at six shillings. n2 However, since ta.xat ion 
without representation was not the rule in the colonies, two 
representatives, William Cheeseborough and Stephen Kinsl~, 
v1ere elected to the General Court. 
For a period of 150 years this region was remarkably 
free from troubles with the Indians that plagued other 
1 Author's ~ote: Antinomian Controversy. a religious 
controversy in the 16:30 's between the liberals and conserva-
tives. Anne Huteh inson was one of the leading liberals and was 
banished from the colony for her efforts. 
2 Adams , op. cit • , p. 58 9. 
:li 
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settlements. The principal reason for this goes back to the 
smallpox epidemic of 1616 Which practically decimated the 
local tribes. Those who did not succumb to the disease fled 
to escape it, leaving few Indians in the area. However, the 
Narragansett Indians who occupied land to the west did con-
stitute a threat. As early as 1642, again in 1645, and still 
again in 1654, attack by the Narragansetts seemed i~~inent 
and the General Court asked the towns for aid. 
In 1675 when King Philip inaugupated his two-year war, 
Braintree was actually raided and three men and one woman 
were killed. The following year· during another raid one man 
was killed. To .fight the Indians, Braintree was called upon 
to supply nineteen men out of its ninety families and boys 
from ten to sixteen ye~~s of age were given military in-
struction. With King Philip's defeat, the Indian menace 
ended. 
A few years later began the momentous struggle for 
control of this continent between the FrenCh and English. 
The French a~n Indian wars raged intermittently from 1689 
to 1763. During tb. ese war years Braintree was called upon 
to give men, supplies and money to aid the English cause 
which she did liberally. The Treaty of Paris in 1 '763 stopped 
all fU.rther threat from the India~~, but trouble with 
England now loomed on the horizon. 
I 
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Braintree and its .citizens did their share to make 
America victorious in the Revolutionary War. Besides supply-
ing such leaders as John Hancock and John !-..dams, she sent 
1,660 out of a population of 2,870 men. In addition, supplies 
and money were supplied all out of proportion to her sr~ll 
population. In the only fighting t .o take place in Braintree 
/ 
itself, the local militia killed two men, captured sixty-
nine men, and took seventy sheep and fifteen head of cattle.l 
Although Braintree reJ.mined an agricultural community 
through the Revolutionary War period, attempts · were made to 
establish various industries, most of them centered in the 
2 
home. In 1752 a glass factory was built at Germantown but 
soon failed because of hard times and a limited market. 
Shipbuilding began on a modest scale with the launching of 
the "Unity", a small fishing vessel, in 1696. In addition, 
there were small establispJnents for the manufacture of choco-
late, sp ermaceti, stockings, salt and saltpetre. However, 
the value of agricultural products far exceeded that of 
manufactured g oods during this period. 
1 Pattee, William S., A History of Old Braintree And 
Quincy, Quincy, Mas sachusetts, Green and-prescott, 1870, p.364. 
2 Author 's Note: This section of Quincy, formerly 
called Shed 1 s Neck , received the name Germantown when twelve 
German Protestant families settled there to work in the glass 
factory. 
:1.3 
UNIT I 
ACTIVITIES 
1. Make a copy of Captain John Smith's map of 
MassaChusetts Bay. 
2. Make a map tracing the route of Myles Standish 
from Plymouth to Squantum. 
3· Pretend that you are one of the gentlanen that 
came over with Captain Wollaston in 1625 and 
are writing a letter to a friend i n England 
who wants to join you. What can you say both 
for and against joining you? 
4. Make a drawing of the festivities carried on 
by Thomas Morton and his followers on May Day, 
1627. 
5. Pretend you are a newspaper reporter covering 
the trial of Anne Hutchinson. Describe the 
proceedings of the trial and the eventual 
result. 
6. Make a map showing Braintree immediately after 
its incorporation in 1640. 
7. As a boy living in Braintree at the time of 
Kir~ Philip's war, describe your everyday 
duties. 
8. Cons tru.ct a model or make a drawing of 
Braintree in 1720. 
9. Describe the manufacture of g lass as carried 
on at Germantown in 1752 • . 
10. As one of the em~ly settlers in Quincy des-
cribe the methcxis of traveling to and from 
Boston. 
11. List the occupations followed by the residents 
of Braintree up to the time of the Revolutionary 
War. How many of these occupations are still 
practiced? 
12. Pretend you · are a member of the General Court 
from Braintree in 1760. Discuss the ·important 
issues of the time. 
13. Prepare a recruiting poster to be placed out-
s ide the Braintree town hall in 1776. 
14. As the wife of a soldier fighting in the Revo-
lutionary War, describe what you must do to 
keep the household going while your husband 
is away. 
15. Braintree contributed more than just men to 
the Revolutionary vYar. Make a l:Lst of some 
other things the town contriruted. 
r 
:15 
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16. Describe a typical home in colonial 
Braintree. How was it heated? What 
. kind of furniture did they have? What 
playthings did the children have? 
17. Write brief historical biographies of the 
following: John Adams, John Hancock, Abigail 
Adams, and General Palmer. 
18. Visit the Ad~s Houses and describe what you 
saw t o the c lass • 
'I 
1.6 
I 
I 
II 
UNIT I 
SUGGESTED READINGS 
The books and papers listed below are all available 
at the Thomas Crane Public Library and should prove valuable 
in gaining further insight into the study of your community. 
Adams, Charles Francis, History of Quincy, Cambridge River-
side Press, 1891 • 
.Adams, Charles Francis, Three Episodes of Massachusetts 
History, Revised, Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1903. 
Edwards, Agnes, The Old Coast Road From Boston to Plymouth, 
Boston: Houghton-yrfflin Company;-!926. ---
Edwards, William Churchill, Historic Quincy, Massachusetts, 
Quincy, Massachusetts: Franklin Printing Service, 1945. 
Edwards, William Churchill, History of the Cit~ of Quincy, 
Quincy, Massachusetts: City Government of uincy, 1946. 
Edwards, William Churchill, Pictures and Maps of Old Quincy, 
Quincy, Franklin Printing Service;-f9~--- ---
Gallagher, Gertrude Burke, Editor, History of Quincy, 1625-
1792, Quincy, Massachusetts, 1944. --
Hart, Albert Bushnell, Commonwealth History of Massachusetts, 
Vol. I., New York: The State History Company, 1927. 
Hubbard, Rev. William, ~ General History of New England, 
Vol. V., Cambrid ge, Mass., Hilliard & Metcalf, 1815. 
Ledger, Quincy Patriot, Quincy, Massachusetts, One Hundredth 
Anniversary Edition, January 7, 1937. 
Ledger, Quincy Patriot, Quincy, Massachusetts, lllth Anniver-
sary Edition, February 26, 1948. 
Morton, Thomas, The New English Canaan, Boston: The Prince 
Society, 188~ ---
:17 
Pattee, William S., A History of Ol d Braintree and Quincy, 
Quincy, Massachua etts, Green and Fre'Bcott, 1878. 
Spofford, Jeremiah., A Gazetteer of Massachusetts, Newburyport, 
Massachusetts: Charles Whipple, 1928. 
Wilson, Daniel Munro, Three Hundred Years of Quincy, Boston~ 
Massachusetts: Write and Potter, 1926. 
Wilson, Daniel Munro, Where American Independence Began, 
Boston, Massachusetts: Houghton, Mifflin Company, l902. 
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UNIT II 
OVERVIE\V 
The close of the war found Braintree, along with the 
rest of the thirteen original colonies, part of a free and 
independent country. The bonds joining England and the 
colonies were finally and irrevocably cut when a treaty of 
peace was signed at Versailles, France, Septerooer 3, 1783. 
As happy as the people were over achieving their independence, 
there was little ·time for celebrating. Problems grow out of 
all wars and the Revolutionary War was no exception. 
The returning soldiers found Braintree pretty much as 
they had left it. That is, in a physical sense, since the 
actual fighting had by-passed their community. However, there 
were many hidden changes. The task of fighting such a pro-
longed war had created economic chaos. Trade was at a 
standstill. The community was burdened by a heavy debt, a sum 
in excess of one quarter of the entire property value of the 
town. The old Roman system of "farming" the taxes or awarding 
the contract to collect to the highest bidder was even tried 
to build up the treasury, but to no avail.l 
Inflation was rampant,with ten paper dollars equivalent 
1 Williams. Pattee, A History of Old Braintree and 
Quincy, Quincy, Mass., Green-and Prescott;-1878. 
:19 
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to only one cent in hard money. Beef was selling vJb.olesale at 
~~8.00 a pound, corn at ~~ 150. per bushel, and a barrel of flour 
at ~~ 1,575. John Adams paid $2,000. for a suit of clothes. 
Braintree, along with other communities, sent statements of 
grievances and demands for legislative action by the General 
Court. In t be western and central parts of the state, Daniel 
Shays organized an armed revolt of small property owners against 
the constituted authority of the Commonwealth. Although\ Shays 1 
\ 
( 
Rebellion was put down at the time, it crystallized sent ~nt 
against long-needed financial reforms. When John Hancock, born 
and raised in Braintree, became governor, he led in the adjust-
ment of these grievances. 
A matter of a brighter nature maintained the interest 
of the local inhabitants at this time. This coroerned the 
adoption of the Constitution;and John Adams, who had just re-
I turned home after resigning as Envoy to England, was chosen 
as Braintree's delegate to tl~ Convention. Sentiment in 
Massachusetts was fairly evenly divided between those favoring 
and those opposing the ~oposed Constitution. Finally, the 
efforts of Governor John Hancock and John Adams were rewarded 
when :Massachusetts became the sixth state to ratify this im-
portant document on February 6, 1788. 
As early as 1728 the North Precinct of Braintree had 
begun agitation to become a separate town. The deep-rooted 
20 
habit of attending church and the desire of educational 
opportunities for their children made ever-increasing numbers 
of settlers aware of the great distances to church and school. 
"~Nith its severe winters and rainy springs, travel on foot, 
horseback or in carriages was very difficult. 
Despite their lack of success in gaining separate 
political status, the inhabitants of the North Precinct did 
not give up. By 1791 the records show that they had secured 
greater str'ength by uniting with a part of Milton, Knight's 
Nec.l:C , and Squantum, whicn was t hen part of the town of 
Dorchester. The joint petition from these districts listed 
t heir arguments far separation and was signed by one hundred 
and fifty-nine men. The North Precinct along with those 
parts of Dorchester south of the Neponset River became the 
town of Quincy when an act of incorporation was passed by the 
General Court and signed by Governor Hancock on the t wenty-
third of Februar:y- , 1792. 
The name Quincy was selected by Judge Richard Cranch 
in honor of Colonel John Quincy, who was influentia1 . in local 
affairs for many years. The name Quincy, however, was not 
wholly acceptable to all the residents. At a town meeting 
on May 14, 1792, an op position name was proposed, Hancock, in 
honor of John Hancock, a native of the town and then governor 
of t h e Comrnonwealth. After a bitter debate followed by a 
close vote,~ the name 1~uincy was sustained. At the time of 
i ts incorporation,~ February 22, 1792, the town of ~uincy had 
a population of 900,with less than 200 families. 
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UNIT II 
ACTIVITIES 
1. Draw a series of cartoons depicting the faults 
of our government as it existed under the 
Articles of Confederation. 
2. As a newspaper reporter you accompanied the 
nineteen men from Braintree called to aid in 
suppressing Shays 1 Rebellion. Describe what 
you witnessed. 
3. Compose an editorial advancing reasons for 
the ratification of the Constitution. 
4. As an Anti-Federalist ~ make a poster exhorting 
the people to vote against ratification of the 
Cons ti tuti on. 
5. Draw an analogy between the purchasing power 
of the dollar following the Revolutionary War 
and the purchasing power of the dollar today. 
6. Make a map showing the boundary between Braintree 
and Quincy following their separation in 1792. 
7. Make a chart listing the arguments put forth 
by the residents of the North Precinct favoring 
separation from Braintree. 
23 
8. VJrite brief his tori cal biographies of the 
follow i _ng: Colonel John Quincy, Abi gai 1 Adams, 
Richard Cranch and Dorothy Quincy. 
9 . Vis it the Adams rvran.si on and report to the 
class the results of your visit. 
10. As a newspaper reporter , y ou are to accompany 
John Adams to England where he has been sent 
as United States Envoy. Describe your trip. 
11. Draw a cartoon showing why the United States 
needed a strong central government in 1789. 
12. Have the members of the class write their 
nationality on a blank piece of paper . List 
them all on a chart and then check to see 
how many of these nationalities v;ere repre-
sented in Quincy in 1790. 
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UNIT III 
OVERVIEW 
The first half of the nineteenth century was a period 
of c hange in the ways of g etting a living and in the acti-
vities of the family. At the beginning of the century, neal"'ly 
all the ~ople depended upon farming for a living . Even per-
sons not devoted to a griculture had their own farms, or, at 
least, their own gardens with the usual complement of pigs and 
p oultry. 
Each family tried, as much as possible, to supply their 
own needs. .Anything that could not be produced was usually 
made in the home by a traveling artisan. Money was very 
: scarce - wages being about fifty cents a day, and paid in kind. 
Such wealth as the p eople had was represented by land, build-
i ngs and livestock. 
The y ears in which .America was fi ghting the Revolutionar;y 
Vfar and had to expend all of her energies in that direction 
were startling ones in En g land. The inventions of Watt, Kay, 
Har greaves, Arkwright and Crompton were causing another kind 
of revolution in Eng land - the Industrial Revolution. The 
invention of these machines and the coming of the factory 
completely altered English economy and it was shortly to do 
I the same in this country. 
'·' 
Slightly more than a year after Quincy r s John Adams 
i 
became the first Vice President of the United States, the 
first .American cotton factory began operation at Pawtucket, 
! Rhode Is1and. This was to have a profound effect on the 
I ~~merican way of life, but not immediately. 
Q,uincy 1 s population had only reached 1,081 by 1800. 
Nearly all of its inhabitants were fanners, although boot-
makers, curriers, masons, carpenters and b lacl:smiths also plied 
their trades. Manufacturing, with few exceptions, was of the 
home industry type. One of the exceptions was the old forge 
and furnace for the manufacture of iron-ware "~Nh ich was con-
structed. in 1646 on FUl"nace Brook. It soon became apparent 
that pots and pans could be imported at far less cost than they 
could be made of the local bog-iron. In an attempt to reduce 
the cost of labor, a number of Scots, captured b y Cromwell 
at Dunbar, were brought here to work in the forge. But even 
with this cheap and capable labor, plus encouragement given by 
the state and town government, the iron smelting industry 
failed. Evidence of that old forge may be seen today, at the 
place near Hall Cemetery where Furnace Brook flows under 
Cr escent Street. 
Quincy's two most foremost industries today were just 
getting started when John ~'\dams took the oath of office as 
I 
1 second President of the United States at Philadelphia in 1801. 
I 
I 
II 
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The small shipyards along Fore River were turning out fishing 
craft and sma 11 sloops and it would be several decades before 
Quincy-built ships ranged the seven seas. Some granite was 
being quarried, but it was a slow and tedious process. To 
quarry the granite used in building King's Chapel, holes were 
drilled in the granite and tben wooden wedges were pounded 
i nto the holes. Pouri1~ water on the wedges caused them to 
swell enough to split the stone. It was not until improved 
methods of splitting the stone were found that granite was to 
play an important part in Quincy's economic life. 
Since most f~nilies p rovided for their own needs, there 
were no shops in the modern sense. \\'hat goods were available 
were sold by the village store which retailed everything from 
English needles to a glass of A!oorican rum. The town was not 
any more pretentious in other respects. A military training 
field occupied what is now the heart of Quincy square. 
Nearby, the Hancock burying ground was used for grazing pigs, 
cows and horses. This state of affairs continued until 1809 
without offending the sensibilities of the people. At that 
time, a group of citizens, including John Adams, bought up 
the pasturage rights. 
Quincy's religious needs in 1800 were supplied by two 
churches, the Episco~l Church and the Congregational Church, 
or Hancock Meeting House. People walked miles to church and 
2 9 
I 
rl 
then, cold and weary, sat through a lengthy sermon. The 
tithing man was on duty with his rod containing a rabbit's foot 
on one end and a hard knob on the other. Should the tired 
girls nod, they were tickled with the rabbit's foot, but the 
b oys had to suffer tbe hard knob on their heads. 
The school house stood on the edge of the military 
training field. It was a building twenty b y twenty-six feet 
in length and the upper story was used as a town hall. The 
entire cost of the building was ninety pounds. A vote passed 
by the town in 1801 said 11 that Mr. Adams, the present school-
master, be empowered to demam a load of wood of each boy 
that comes to school this wintern.l In spite of this vote, 
the pupils, u p on coming to school, would find it so cold that 
it would take them half the morning to thaw out their ink. 
Town blsiness was carried on in a very unsystematic way. 
No reports or estimates were made and no papers were placed on 
file. Since church and town did not separate until 1824, the 
votes and discus sing of the town meeting were mainly concerned 
with the church and the minister. For exrunple, the town 
records show that on August 19th, 1799, it was voted "That 
rvrr. Ja.rnes Tuckerman preach four Sundays, and Mr. Kendall four 
sundays. rr2 
1 Town Records - Quincy, Massachusetts, 1801. 
2 Town Records - Quincy, Massachusetts, 1799. 
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Again on April 2nd, 1804, it was voted 11 To grant the 
singers the sum of twenty-five dollars to procure a bass viol 
for the use of the congregation. 111 Other matters requiring 
considerable debate at the tann meeting concerned the salary 
of the schoolmaster and the care of the poor. 
Another example of Quincy's rural isolation in its 
early years is sh~vn by the undeveloped state of communicatio~ 
There was only one road to Boston and that was a part of the 
old coast road Which began in Plymouth. The best method of 
travel was still by boat, Boston being only three miles dis-
tance by water whereby it was over seven miles by land. 
Travel within the town usually meant cr·ossing fields on 
narrow paths and was usually accomplished on foot or on horse-
back. One student of Quincy History wrote in 1878: 
We had heard elderly people relate how they used 
to sling their panniers across their horse's 
backs or their own shoulders, and fi 11 them 
with boots, shoes, or other merchandise, and 
travel off to Boston, and there exchange their 
goods for groceries or housekeeping materials, 
and return home the same day.2 
Quincy was still 11 small-town" in many other respects. 
I t boasted neither library nor newspaper, nor were papers 
re gularly brought in from the outside. There was no stage-
coach service or means .of bringing in or sending out news 
1 Town Records - Quincy, Massachusetts, 1804. 
2 Pattee, william s., A History of Old Braintree and 
Quincy, Quincy , Green and Prescott, 1878-.----
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except for the good offices of some traveler. The transition 
from a country village to an industrial suburban community 
was yet to be made. 
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UNIT III 
ACTIVITIES 
L Make a report to the class on the early iron works. 
2. Pre pare a report on Slater's first mill and 
discuss its effect on Quincy. 
3. On a map of the world trace the maiden voyage 
of the famous ship " Massachusetts". 
4. Ma ke a series of drawings showihg the methods 
of transportation available in ~uincy in 1800. 
5. Pretend you are a newspaper reporter assigned 
to cover John Adams' i nauguration in 1801. 
Describe the scene. 
6.. Visit the quarries of Quincy and b ring in 
samp les of granite . Describe to the class 
how g ranite is mined. 
7. Mak e a sketch of an early· (:\ uincy school. 
8. Dress some dolls in clothes similar to those 
worn by boys and girls about 1810. 
9 . Build a replica of an early home. 
10. On a chart list the i terns that the typical 
family was unable to supply themselves. 
11. Bring in a model of one of the early ships 
built in Quincy. 
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12. Describe the type of articles available for 
purchase in an early village store. 
13. Continue the series of b iographies started 
in Unit r. Include three men or women who 
were important in tbe years being studied. 
14. Re-enact a typical early town meeting. 
15. Visit 11 Peacefield11 at the corner of .Ads.ms 
Street and Newport Avenue. Describe your 
visit to the class. 
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UNIT IV 
OVERVIEVV 
With the inconclusive War of 1812 finally concluded by 
the Treaty at Ghent in 1815, America turned her back on Europe 
and focused her attention on the West. Even New England forgot 
her enmities toward the rest of the country and took her place 
among the most loyal supporters of the Union. 
The United States was no longer bound by the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Appalachian mountains. For many years the 
mountains made the westward journey difficult and made trade 
between the West and the East almost impossible. A combin-
ation of efforts combined to make coro~unication between these 
two areas much easier during the first quarter of the nine-
tee nth century • 
The National Road, begun at Cumberland, Maryland in 
1811, was pushed as far as ~~eeling, West Virginia, by 1817. 
Private companies also constructed shorter roads called turn-
pikes and charged travelers for using them. On these improved 
highways the stagecoach was the passenger car and the Conestoga 
wagon the freight car. 
For many years, travel on the Mississippi River and its 
tributaries was in only one· direction, d CJNnstream. It was 
not until John Fitch made a boat that would run by steam that 
3'7 
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this prob l em was near being solved. Shortly aftel' Robert 
Living ston and Robert F'ulton made improvements in the steam-
boat, New Orleans became the great port for the products of 
the central plains of North America. 
The y ear in which John Quincy ~dams was inau gurated as 
t h e sixth President of the United States marked another mile-
stone in America's transportation s ystem. It was in 1825 that 
the Erie canal was opened to traffic a nd so on after New York 
became the chief receiver of g o ods from inland America . 
The most successful attempt to solve the American pro-
blem of great distances was d e l egated to the railroads . TVlo 
years after the completion of the Erie Canal, a charter was 
g iven to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad . Although the company 
had a charter, it did not know by what means the cars were to 
be hauled along the tracks. Experiments were made with both 
horse-drawn cars and cars p ropelled by sails. When George Ste-
phenson in England and Peter Cooper in America succeeded in 
constructing workable locomotives, the rail:r'Oad, slowly but 
surely, became the b asis of this country 1 s vast transporat ion 
s ystem. 
During this g reat period of expansion and growth, John 
Quinc y Adams, son of JohnAdams , was in the nat i onal service . 
as Minister to Holland in 1794, Mi nister to Portugal and then 
Russia in 1797 . As United States Senator in 1803, he approved 
the Louisiana Purchase and favored the Embargo . This 
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was quite contrary to the sentiment of his neighbors in Quincy 
and his fellow Federalists. He was negotiator of the Treaty 
I of Ghent which settled the V"ar of 1812. As Monroe r s Secretary 
i of State, Adams negotiated the purchase of Florida and contri-
buted the non-colonization p rlnciple of the Monroe Doctrine. 
He served as the sixth President of the United States and then 
returned to Congress where he served with honor . Quincy can 
jwell be proud of its first citizen. 
I 
I 
Quincy mirrored the events taking place on the national 
scale in a minute way. By 1820 Quincy's population was 1,623 
and by 1850 it reached 4,017. 1 The transition from a rural 
1 villag e to an industrial town [)egan with the impetus given the 
I granite industry by the building of the Bunker Hill Monument. 
I 
Up u ntil this time, the use of Quincy granite was limited by 
lack of adequate machinery for handling the granite and diffi-
culties of transportation. 
Solomon Willard, after walking three hundred miles and 
j looking at quarries as far away as Hallowell, Maine, finally 
selected Quincy granite as the most suitable stone. A quarry 
was purchased for two hundred and fifty dollars and the problem 
of transporting the quarried stone the twelve miles to Bunker 
Hill was tackled in earnest. 
1-----
i 1 William s. Pattee, A History of Old Braintree and 
1 Quincy, Quincy, Green and Prescott, 18'78. p. 612. 
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The Quincy canal Corporation had already started a 
canal ~hich was to extend from the Tovm River into the heart 
of quincy and would allow small sloops to approach within a 
mile of the quarries· .Although the canal was completed in 
1826 at a cost of $10,000. ,1 it failed within a few years 
due to lack of patronage. A similar fate befell many canals 
throughout the country during this period. 
Although the canal was favored by the public, Gridley 
Bryant chose to construct his railroad from the Bunker Hill 
quarry to the Neponset River instead, a distance of over 
three miles. The road was substantially constructed. The 
ties were made of stone and the rails of wood. Fastened to 
the top of the rails was an iron strip three incres wide and 
one quarter of an inch thick. The wooden rails were later 
replaced by stone rails. Because of its excellent construc-
tion, the upkeep of the road averaged less than ten dollars 
a year.2 
The carriages, designed by and built under the super-
vision of Bryant, carried approximately five tons of stone. 
A combination of gravity and horses supplied the power. The 
stone was transferred to barges at the Neponset River and 
1 William Churchill Edwards, History of Quincy, 
Massachusetts, Quine y, 1945, P• 59 • 
2 Pattee, op. cit., p. 505. 
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j the barges were then tCN/ecJ. to Bunker Hill. The total cost of 
j carrying the stone from the quarry to the site of the monument 
was seventy-five cents a ton. 
The first fatal railroad accident in the country occur-
red here in 1832. Four visitors, here to view this new 
enterprise, were invited to ascend the inclined plane in one 
I of the vacant returning cars. Half way up the hill, the chain 
I I gave way and the visitors were tossed over a precipice. One 
Thomas Bachus of Cuba was killed and three others seriously 
injured.l The railroad continued to attract sightseers in such 
large numbers that one enterprising gentleman built a tavern 
where it crossed the Q,uincy-to-Boston highway and was quite 
I successful. 
' The importance of the Granite Railway to the growth of 
Quincy cannot be overestimated. It spread the fame of Quincy 
granite and it was soon used to construct many lighthouses, 
custom houses, banks and cot~t houses in coastal cities. The 
rapid rise of the granite industry in turn gave rise to new 
invent ions and thence to other local industries. 
The town itself became of age. The first local news-
paper2 appeared on January 1, 1837. Banking facilities became 
I ~-----
1 Pattee, op. cit., p. 506-507. 
I
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2 The Quincy Patriot, founded in 1837. 
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~ available with the founding of the Quincy Stone Bank1 in 1836 
lwith John Quincy Adams as one of the original stockholders. 
The opening of the Old Colony Railroad in 1845, followed 
I 
!shortly by a ho.rse- car line from South Q,uincy to Fields Corner, 
I placed Quincy in quick and easy contactwith Boston. 
' i 
Ship building , already underway in Quincy, received in-
I 
'creased impetus. Stone sloops, fishing craft and clipp er ships 
:were all built in Quincy. One local shipbuilder, Deacon George 
r h omas, built nineteen clipper ships for trade with California 
and the Orient. , By 1822 tan ning and shoemaking had become i m-
;portant. Quincy-made boots and shoes were sold throughout t he 
lcountry before Broc kton, Lynn, and Haverhill were heard of as 
sh oe centers.2 
By the middle of the nineteenth century, Quincy had 
forever lost its identity as a New England farming village. 
,I 
Tt now faced the future an indus trial and suburban community. 
II 
1 Now the Granite Trust Company 
2 Quincy Patriot Le dger, January 7, 1937. 
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UNIT IV 
ACTIVITIES 
1. :Make a drawing of the stag e coach and Conestoga 
wagon. 
2. Locate the National Road on a map of eastern 
Un ited States. 
3. Prepare a report on the building of the canal 
from the 'l'ovm River to the center of Quincy. 
4• Make a mcx:lel of a t ypical early canal boat. 
5. As a histarian, explain the disputed election 
of 1824 in which John Q,uincy Adams was the 
eventual winner. 
6. You are a visitor in Washington at the time of 
John Quincy Adam's inauguration as President 
in 1825. Write a letter to a friend describing 
the ceremonies. 
7. You are visiting Q,uincy in 1827. Write a letter 
to a friend g iving your i mpressions of the town 
at that time. 
s. Pretend you are a newspaper reporter assigned to _, 
cover the opening of the Granite Railway i n 1828 .. 
Describe the scene. 
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9. Prepare a report descr i b:ing the race between 
Peter Cooper's engine, Tom Thumb, and the 
horse-drawn car. 
10. You are a passenger on a Quincy-built clipper 
ship on a voyage to Calif omia. Write a letter 
to a friend telling him of your trip. 
11. Visit the scene of the First Railroad and des-
cribe what you saw to the class. 
12. Write brief historical biographies of Robert 
Fu+ton, Gridley Bryant and Solomon Willard. 
13. Construct a chart showing the gain in popu-
lation of Quincy, Massachusetts, and the 
United States h etween 1820 and 1860. 
14. You have just traveled from South Quincy to 
Fields Corner on the horse-car line. Describe 
your journey. 
15. Make a drawing of the Bunker Hill Monument. 
16. Prepare a list of the imp ctr'tant buildings con-
structed of Quincy granite during the second 
quarter of the nineteenth century. 
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UNIT V 
OVERVIl1'W 
The Civil War was a conflict between two widely di-
vergent economic systems and their resulting social systems. 
Missouri's entrance into the Union created a schism between 
the North and the South which was widened by struggles over 
the tariff, states rights and the extension of slavery. 
Despite the efforts of men on both sides to settle their 
differences, the gap continued to widen as the 1860's 
approached. 
When war broke out between the United States and 
Mexico, a volunteer regiment was organized in Massachusetts 
1 
and. five persons from Quincy enlisted. It was during this 
war that a feeling developed that the Democratic Party 
stood for the spread of slavery and Quincy shifted its poli-
tical support in 1848 to the Whigs and Free Sollers. 
Generally though, during the decades preceding the 
Rebellion, the citizens of Quincy were concerned with local 
affairs. As early as 1841 the question of building a Town 
House was discussed·, but it was not until .. 1\.pril 18th, 1844, 
that funds were voted tor its construction at a town meeting. 
1 William s. ? attee, A History of Old Braintree and 
Quincy, Quincy, Massachusetts, Green and Prescott, 1878. 
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The following notice appeared in the Quincy Patriot of 
..1\pr> il 27, 1844: 
To Contractors. Sealed proposals will be received 
b y the Building Committee until next Monday, the 
sixth day of May next, at two o'clock in the after-
noon, for furnishing and delivering on the spot all . 
materials for building a Stone house , fifty by eighty 
feet, and thirty-five feet, four inches in height, 
the front end and the two sides to be dressed blue 
Granite of 1il!.niform color, the back end to be of 
rough Ashlar, and the whole to be laid in cement, 
together with about one hundred perches of stone 
for the cellar. 
Per order of the Building Committee 
John Souther, Chairman 1 
The total cost of construction of the Town House was 
$19,115.93 and it is still in use today as Quincy's City Hall, 
a tribute to the enduring qJ.alities of Quincy granite and to 
the workmanship of that day. 
In 1850, while Congress was struggling over the ad-
mission of California to statehood, local citizens were 
debating the question of erecting a high school. At an ad-
journed meeting held on May 26th, 1851, funds were voted for 
a building of 54 by 58 feet on Quincy Avenue . 2 Quincy's first 
high school was opened on the 12th of May, 1852, with fifty-
one pupils in attendance. 
1 Quincy Patriot, April 27, 1844. 
2 Town Records, Town of Q,uincy, 1851. 
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By 1858, Quincy, as an anti-slavery town, helped 
elect a Republican and one of her own sons to Congress. 
He was Charles Francis Adams, son of John Q,uinc y Adams. 
Just as John Adams made a g reat co nt ri but ion to the American 
cause during the Revolutionary War, his grandson was the 
g reat contribution of Quincy in the Rebellion. He was in-
fluential in holding the border states in the Union vlh.ile a 
member of Cone ress. He was sent to Great Britain by Presi-
dent Lincoln in :way, 1861" and remained there t 'or seven years. 
During t his period he was successful in cou ntering British 
leaning s tov.fard recognition of the Confederacy. 
The secession of the Southern states, . followed shortly 
afterwards by tbe opening of hostilities, caused no great 
surprise among local citizens. As a matter of fact, the first 
is s ue of the local paper following the fall of Fort Sumter on 
-April 13, -1861, placed the news of this event on page two. 1 
When President Limoln issued his first call for volunteers, 
the Hancock Light Guards, formed out of a " Know-nothing" 
organization in 1855, volunteered and became Company "H" of 
the 4th Regiment and left at once for duty. When the regular 
officers did not ap p ear twenty-four hours after assembling, 
the men proceeded to elect their own officers in a democratic 
fashion. 
I 1 The Quincy Patriot, April 20, 1861. 
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The Company spent several weeks at F'ortess Munroe 
while wa iting for the rest of the Reg i ment to assemble. 
The regiment was then calle d upon to take p art in the first 
real battle of the war. The battle of Big Bethel, Virg inia, 
took place June 10, 1861. After several hours of fighting, 
the Northern troops we re forced to retreat. Francis L· 
souther of Company H lost his life in this action and became 
1 
t h e first native of Quincy to be killed in the war. 
calls for men to g o into the Army became heavy and 
2 
frequent . In 1861 a total of 304 volunteers were called, 
and in 1862 a total of 260.3 When the first draft was held 
at Taunton on July 17th, 1863, ni1~ ty-nine citizens of Quincy 
were drafted . Of this total, only four actually served in 
the armed forces. Eleven furnished substitutes, fourteen 
paid ~~300 . commutation, forty-nine were exempted for dis-
ability , seven were excused as being the only son of a widow, 
or t he onl;y- son not in service, two claimed to be non- · 
residents, six claimed to be aliens and six could not be 
located when the time came to report.4 
In 1864, the severest year of the war, five calls 
were made b y the President for recruits . During this year 
1 Ibid., P• 441. 
2 Loc. cit. 
3 Ibid., P• 442. 
4 Loc . cit. 
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recruitin~ dragged throughout the state and Quincy was 
having great difficulty in meeting its quota. The following 
appeared in the January 2nd edition of the (iuincy Patriot: 
11 AttentionJ Large bounties stopped on the 5th 
of January. Bounty to Veterans $727 . Bounty 
to Recruits * 627., paid until Tuesday night, 
Jm1uary 5, 1864. Afterwards only $427. will be 
paid. Quincy bas but half filled her quota. 
The draft wi 11 certainly take place unless twenty 
men can be enlisted in five days. ·$ 10. will be 
paid to every man bringing in a recruit, $ 5. to 
every recruit. Recruiting office at the Select-
men's Room, open from 9 to 12, 2 to 5, 6 to 8 
each day, SQDday excepted. 
Ebenezer Ad~1s, Rec1~iting Officer1 
Quincy ~n served in all branches of service and on 
all fronts. Before the emergency was over, 954 men had 
entered the service from Quincy . Of these, 292. died in 
battle and 183 died in rebel prisons. In addition to supply-
ing men, Quincy paid out $34,632.50 in bounties, $12,651.63 
as aid to soldiers am their families, and ~~ 1,627.98 for 
recruiting. 4 
As happened in the past war, the full impact of the 
cost of the Rebellion did not make itself felt until the con -
flagration was over. \~ben the war began, the town owed 
$35,000. and only $ 57,000. by the end of hostilities in 1865. 
1 Quincy Patriot, January 2, 1864. 
2 Adams, Charles Francis, Three Episodes of Massachu-
setts Histo~J, Vol.II,Boston:Houghton,Mifflin & C~,l892,p.962 
3 Ibid·, P• 962: 4 ~ee, op. c~t., P• 448· 
-"-'=============~=~~~-=-~~======~==================================~~ - --=-~--= 
The vvhole increase due to the war was not equal to one per-
cent of the valuation. However, in the four years of peace 
vmich followed, the rate of taxation increased eighty per-
cent, While the debt was ~:- 16 ,ooo. larger in 1869 than it had 
1 been in 1865. 
On April 9th, the news of Lee's surrender was re-
ceived by the town ani the day was given over to celebration. 
Quincy men ani women had helped to preserve the Union and 
now they looked to the future. In postwar years Quincy was 
to be more concerned with the home front than v~ th national 
affairs. 
1 Adams , op. 
--
cit • , p • 9 63 • 
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UNIT V 
ACTIVITIES 
1. Mak e a sk etch of the Town House as it looked 
in 1850. 
2. y ou attended Quincy's first high school in 1852. 
Desc r ibe the building and y our school life. 
3. Prepare a chart comparing the strength of the 
North and the South in both manp ower and war 
materials. 
4. Draw a cartoon illustrating the economic and 
political differences of the North and the South. 
5. Malee a drawi ng of how the Hancock Light Guards 
mi ght ba ve looked upon their muster into service. 
6. As a Private in Company 11 H11 of the 4th Re giment, 
write a 'letter home describ i ng y our trip to 
Fortress ~~onroe. 
7. As a Quincy soldier y ou took part in the battle 
of Bi g Bethel on June 10, 1861. Write a letter 
home describing the action. 
8. 1;,1rite an editorial g iving a Q.uincy citizen's 
view s of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
9. As a woman in 1863, descr ibe some of y our 
activities on behalf of the soldiers. 
- --·- -=c---=========11====-==== 
10. As a newspaper reporter for the G"~uincy Patriot, 
you were assigned to cover the first local draft 
held at Taunton on July 17, 1863. Vrite a story 
describing the event. 
11. Pretend that you are a member of the recruiting 
committee and write an appeal for more men to 
help fill the town's quota in 1864. 
12. Describe the reception given to returning Civil 
War soldiers - in 1865. 
13. You are secr·etary to Charles Francis Adams during 
the time he was the United States Minister-. to 
England. Describe his efforts to keep Britain 
from helping the Confederacy. 
14· On a map of the United States indicate some of 
the places where Quincy men fought during the 
Civil War. 
15. Continue your biographical sketches, adding to 
previous sketc..."les the men and women of note during 
this period. 
~======~~11--~==================-~~~~·=-================================if=~-=-=-=-===--==-
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UNIT VI 
OVERVIEVi 
The period from the end of the Rebellion to the begin-
ning of the Spanish-American War, roughly 1865 to 1890~ were 
year•s of growth and development. During this era the last 
frontier disappeared, railr•oads were constructed which tied 
together all parts of the nation, and ,wanufacturing developed 
so rapidly that the United States surpassed England as the 
leading nnnufacturing nation of the world by the turn of the 
century. 
This was not an era to excite the hist arian interested 
in the cause and effect of wars, political upheavals or 
changing boundaries. It was a testing period for political 
ideas, many of which became popula :J." during the twentieth 
century. It too was a period of invention; · new and wonder-
ful nachines were developed which in tum made possible 
those huge financial structures, corporations. All this was 
a prelude to the great America of the Twentieth Century. 
~uincy did not suffer any undue hardship during the 
Civil War and, upon its conclusion, was ready to take up 
those things it had put aside when the Rebellion started. 
The population now exceeded 7,000 am was to more than double 
in the next twenty years. The last vestiges of village life 
55 
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had disappeared and the many changes were giving rise to 
many new problems which were to occupy the interest of 
the town for the next two decades. 
People living in Quincy in 1~65 and subscribing to 
The Quincy Patriot would have read that the Quincy Stone Bank 
became a National Bank under the name of the National 
Granite Bank.l Three years later, an advertisement 
appeared in the local paper2 notifying the public that the 
steamboat 11 Massasoit 11 had commenced running regular trips 
between Quincy Point and Boston, under the cormnand of 
captain Foster. The fare for this trip was twenty-five cents 
On October 7, 1871, it was noted that the Granite 
Branch Railroad was opened from Atlantic to West Quincy, a 
distance of three and one-quarter miles. The road bed for 
the greater part of this line was the same as that used in 
1827 to carry granite from the Bunker Hill Quarry to the 
tidewater. The first train over this new bra1~h was pulled 
by the locomotive "Gridley Bryant 11 and featured music by 
Gilmore's Bani and was followed by a collation at Bellcnap 
Square. 3 In the same year the Quincy Public Library opened 
in the Adams Academy building with a total of 4,607 books 
available for circulation.4 
1 The Quincy Patriot, June 20, 1865· 
2 The Quincy Patriot, June 13, 1868. 
3 The _ Q.l).incy _ -p~triot, October 14, 1871. 
4 The Q,uinc;y f a t:; riot, December 9, 1871. ====~-=-=9-l= ======~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~==========~~======~ 
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The Quincy Patriot devoted two columns to the great 
Boston fire which occurred on November 9th a~d lOth, 1872. 
Local citizens climbed President's Hill to watch the con-
flagration. Many Quincy residents with businesses in Boston 
were ruined as a result of the fire, and the Quincy Mutual 
@ 1 Fire Insurance Company paid out over .jj>432 ,400 in claims. 
Two years later Quincy people were concerned over another 
matter. In 1874, tbe to\~~ debt reached $111,850.37,2 the 
highest in history to that time. However, it was gradually 
reduced and by 1885 Quincy had become debt-free. 
In 1875, the tmvn meeting authorized the school com-
mittee to employ a superint endent of schools for the first 
ti.rne. 3 Francis w. Parker was hired and assumed ' office on 
A~ il 20th. During his term of office, he revolutionized 
the entire school system and laid the foundation for a new 
one that became knO\vn the ccuntry over as the "Quincy System." 
I n 1876, l\mericans celebrated the hundredth birthday 
of the nation. A Centennial Fair was held at Philadelphia 
where nany interesting things from all parts of the world 
were displayed. Chosen as the best electrical device at the 
Fair was t h e telephone invented b y Alexander Graham Bell. 
1 The Quincy Patriot, November 16, 1872. 
2 Ebenezer W. Underwood, annals of Quincy , 1792-1880~ 
3 Town Reports, Town of Quincy, 1875. 
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Visitors flocked to Philadelphia from all over the country:~ 
including three hundred ani twenty-six from Q,uincy. 1 
Duri Q.S the nineteenth century more am more women 
joined the crusade to secure the rif#l ts and privileges which 
they felt belonged to them as citizens of the United States. 
They were particularly detennined to secure the ri ght to vote• 
Locally:~ it wasn't until 1880 that women achieved this right. 
In that year nine ladies appeared at the polls:~ and cast their 
votes for members of the school committee. 2 
As the twentieth century approached, it became in-
creasingly apparent that a change in the . system of local 
government was inevitable. Town government had develop ed 
far beyond its reasonab ly simple task of providing for the 
support of one church, the single school and the poor. The 
number of schools had increased:~ the sick and the insane had 
increased with the population and, ev~n more important, many 
new services were demanded by the people. The demand for 
improved roads:~ street lighting, libraries:~ public parks, etc. 
called for specialized knowledge and better g overnment 
machinery than the town could supply. Charles Francis Adams 
in his Centennial address in 1892 summed it up when he said: 
It was as if an old-fashioned cart:~ well designed, 
honestly made of excellent material, altogether 
1 Underwood,loc. cit. 
--·· --2 The Quincy Patriot, March 6, 1880. 
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good in its day and for what was then needed of it 1 
was b y degrees called upon to do the work of a 
modern railroad train. As a matter of course the 
cart must break d~~n.l 
In addition to the fact that the ta.vn meeting 
machinery was inadequate to handle increased burdens 1 the 
character of the town meeting itself changed considerably. 
Instead of a few 11 farmers 11 who followed the lead of the 
parson or deacon and only asserted themselves when they 
thought their rights were being ignored, there was a hetero-
geneous group, unacquainted, disorderly, and only concerned 
with t heir own S·elfish interests. Eventually, the meetings 
became so noisy and disorderly that the town would not know 
wbat they had voted at the annual meeting until the moderator 
and clerk got together and manufactured a record from their 
notes. 2 
By 1884, enough men were sufficiently concerned over 
the way matters were going in the town to take definite steps 
toward rna. k ing a change. In that year a meeting was called 
at Wollaston and, as a result, a comrnittee was formed to 
study the problem and make recommendations. A .report, based 
on a survey of other cities in Massachusetts, was drafted by 
Josiah Quincy and Sigourney Butler. This report attributed 
1 Charles Francis Adams, Centennial Milestone, Camb-
ridge, John Wilson and Son, 1892. 
the troubles of other cities to the insuffi.cient powe:r of 
the executive and a usurping of executive powers, eapecially 
those of appointment, by the legislative branch. Accordingly, 
it recommended for Quincy a government in which the mayor 
s h ould have fu 11 executive powers and the legislative branch 
should be limited to strictly legislative functions. 1 
A c harter,2 based on this report, was drawn up and 
debated over for several years. The acceptance of the new 
charter was completed at a special to.vn meeting held on 
June 11, 1888. 3 Quincy began operations under the new 
charter in January, 1889, as the twenty-fourth city in 
Massachusetts. 
Charles Francis Ad~s describes Quincy at the time of 
her inco!'poration as a city as follows: 
As municipal bodies go in America - weighed, 
t ha t is in the census scales, and classified 
according to the number of its houses and 
inhabitants, the aggregate of its wealth, and 
the variety and value of its industrial pro-
ducts, - weighed in these census scales, no 
degree of prominence can be claimed for Quincy. 
In point of population she stands twenty-f'ourth 
only among t wenty-eight cities of Massachusetts; 
while in the nation as a whole, judged by the 
same starrlard she is merely one out of ninety-
two cities of the fifth class, holding the 
1 The Quincy Patriot, January 10, 1885. 
2 City Charter of Quincy, Chapter 347, General Acts, 
1888. 
3 The Quincy Patriot, June 18, 1888. 
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one h u n dred and nine~y-seventh place in the 
lengtheni ng roll or .American municipalities. 
Neither is Quincy the seat of any great in-
stitution of learning or special industry, -
unless, indeed ij may s t ill claim pre-eminence 
for its granite. 
1 Charles Francis Adams, Centennial Milestone, 
Camb ridge: John WiLson and Son, 1892, p.lO. 
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UNrr VI 
ACTIVITIES 
1. On a chart indicate tb.e p:n,cent of Quincy's 
population in 1870 that was foreign-born. 
2. As a reporter for the ~uincy Patriot you 
covered the opening of the O]d Colony Rail-
road's branch line from Atlantic to West 
~uincy in 1871. Desc r ibe the scel~· 
3. Interview so meone who remembers attending a 
town meeting b efore Quincy became a city. 
Report to the class what this :r:erson had 
to say. 
4. You attended the la. unching of the famous 
clipper fiRed Cloud tr in 1877. Desc r ibe the 
scene in a letter to a friend. 
5. Prepare a report on the changes brought 
about in the Quincy schools by Colonel 
Francis Parker•. 
6. Quincy's population increased greatly during 
this period. Write an editorial that explains 
why this was so. 
7. You wer·e among those gathered on President's 
Hill to watch the great Boston fire. Write a 
letter to a friend de·scrib ing wbat you saw. 
8. Make a list of tre many inventions and modern 
devices perfected during this period. Tell how 
they affected Quincy. 
9. Write an editorial d_emanding the aqoption of 
the new ch9.rter. Give specific reasons why you 
feel th9.t this is necessary for the ·welfare of 
the town. 
10. Make a collection of pictures showing the comm.u-
nity in past years. 
11. Draw a map of Quincy Vlh ich can be used by 
visitors to locate historic points in the city. 
12. Compile a ·series of headlines that tell about 
the ten most important events which occt~red 
in Quincy between 1865 and 1888. 
13· Pretend you at'e a volunteer fireman and were 
called out to fight a fire in 1875. Describe 
the equipment and rrethods used to fight the 
14. Read the Quincy Patriot of December 4, 1888, and 
prepare a report of the first election held 
under the new c barter . 
15. c.ompare Quinc y 's original charter as adopted 
in 1888 with the one in force today. 
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CONCLUSION 
The early history of th...e growth of Quincy has had a 
notable effect upon Quincy of today. The inhabitants of 
11 yes terday" left a goodly heritage for those who followed to 
enjoy. This endowment includes religlous ideals, educational 
principles, self-reliance, thrift, inventiveness ar:rl a 
capacity for hard work. 
Quincy is proud to have such a vast store of rich and 
varied history at its disposal. The city enjoys the dis-
tinction of being the birthplace of two Presidents as well as 
many other eminent statesmen. Its public schools, after a 
mediocre beginning:~ have ~een known nationally for years. 
Viewing the history of Quincy between 1625 and 1888 
in relation to the national scene and seeing the effects 
that the important events of a growing nation had upon the 
local scene will, this author hopes, make history both on 
a national and local level more intelligible. 
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FIGURE 1 
South District or Stone School House, 117 School 
Street. This b.lilding was constructed in 1829 of Quincy 
granite at a cost of ~~ 1,142. 69. In 1841, an additional story 
"' was added at a cost of ~900. This schoolhouse exists today 
and is at present the headquarters of the 'Welfare Department. 
In the past, this building has also been the head-
quarters of both the Fire and Police Departments. 
FIGURE 2 
City Hall., formerly the Tovr.n Hall. Designed by 
Solomon Willard., constructed of Quincy granite and completed 
n ovember 1., 1844., at a cost of :i.P l9.,115.93. Because it" no 
longer is adequate., many of Quincy's departments are now 
housed in rented buildings. 
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FIGURE 3 
The Birthplace of President John Quincy Adams, 141 
Franklin Street, South Quincy. This v1as built in 1716 and 
now serves as the headquarters of the Quincy Historical 
Society. A few ~- ards to the right of this building is the 
birthpla ce of President John Adams. 
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FIGURE 4 
Abigail Adams Cairn, Penn 's Hill, South Quincy. From 
this spot Abigail Adams with her son, John Quincy Adams, 
then a boy of seven years, watched the smoke of burning 
Charlestown, while listening to the roar of can non at Bunker 
Hill, June 17, 1775. 
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FIGURE 5 
The First (Comrrercial) Railroad in America ran 
from this point to the tidewater in the Neponset River. 
This railroad was designed and built by Gridley Bryant in 
1826 for the purpose of ha1.,1.ling granite used in the con-
struction of the Bunker Hill Monument. 
FIGURE 6 
First Parish Church. Gathered September 26~ 1639. 
The present edifice is the fourth of the parish and was dedi-
cated November 12, 1828. Here lie the mortal remains of John 
Adams and his son, John ~uincy Adams, second and sixth ~esi­
dents of the United States, and their wives, Abigail (Smith) 
Adams and Louisa Catherine (Johnson) Adams. 
FIGURE 7 
·- • 4 
Q.uin:cy Homestead - Dorothy Q. House, 34 Butler Road. 
Built by the third Edmund Quincy in 1706. In the secret 
chamber of this house, John Hancock· hid from the British in 
1775. The Quincy Homestead is maintained by the Massachusetts 
Society of Colonial Dames. 
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FIGURE 8 
Moswetuset Hummock, junction of East Squantum Street 
and the Quincy Shore Boulevard. Chief seat of Chickatabot, 
the sachem of the Mos vYetus et or Massachusetts Tribe of 
Indians. Site from which the Commo.nwealthof Massachusetts 
derived its name. 
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FIGURE 9 
The Adams Mansion, 135 Adams Street. Built in 1731 
by Major Leonard Vassall, a Tory. It was purchased by John 
Adams in 1787 and it served as the home of President John 
Ad~1s , President John Quincy Adams, and Cha~les F~ancis 
Adams, Minis te~ to Eng land du~:i.ng the Civil War. Among the 
celebrities entel"tained here were Benjamln Franklin, General 
Lafayette, President Monroe and Daniel Webster. 
FIGURE 10 
May pole Park, Sam.oset a venue I lVIerrymount. This 
was the site of Thomas Morton's lavish celebration, on May 
Day , 1627, wh ich brought dONn the wrath of the other colonies 
upon him and he was banished to England. 
' 
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FIGURE 11 
The Birthplace of President John Adams, 133 Franklin 
Street, South Quincy. This was built in 1681 and. is an 
" 
excellent example of early New England architecture. 
Besides being open to the public for a nominal fee J it 
serves as the l"t...eadquarters of the Adams Chapter, Daughters 
of the Revolution. 
